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Did you know?

There are 26 letters 
in the alphabet but 
there are 44 sounds 
and over 100 ways of 

spelling them!



What is phonics?

• Synthetic phonics is a method of teaching reading and writing in 
which words are broken up into their smallest units of sound or 
‘phonemes’. 

• Children learn to associate a written letter or group of letters, 
known as ‘graphemes’, with each phoneme. 

• Sounds are then joined or ‘blended’ together into words for 
reading or, conversely, whole words are broken down or 
‘segmented’ into their sounds for writing. 

• It is the UK’s most preferred method of teaching phonics. 
• Sounds are taught in a prescribed order starting with s, a, t, p, i, 

n, as this allows for the most words to be made from the start. 
Such as ‘sat,’ ‘tap’ and ‘pin.



Why Twinkl Phonics?

• As a school, we have always been very proud of the phonics provision we provide. 
• Phonics screening check scores have always been high.
• Various schemes that were validated by the DfE were looked into, trials explored and 

information gathered about them.
• Twinkl Phonics matched best what we already did, what we knew worked for our children 

and what we felt was best.
• The scheme also allowed flexibility, reading books to marry up to levels within the scheme 

and demonstrated what was core or secondary provision.





• Phoneme - the smallest unit of sound in words 
• Grapheme - the written representation of a sound 
• GPC (Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondence) - being able to match a phoneme with the 

correct grapheme and vice versa 
• Blending - joining individual speech sounds together to read a word 
• Segmenting - breaking down words into individual speech sounds to spell a word 
• Digraph - two letters making one sound, e.g. ‘sh’ 
• Trigraph - three letters making one sound, e.g. ‘igh’ 
• Split digraph - two letters making one sound which are divided by a consonant, e.g. the i_e

sound in the word ‘side’ 
• Tricky/Common Exception Words - words that are not fully decodable, such as ‘the’ and 

‘was’ 
• Sound buttons - circles or spots that can be written underneath a sound to support 

reading 
• Sound bars - lines that can be written underneath digraphs or trigraphs to show that the 

letters make one sound 
• Mnemonic - a visual prompt to help children remember a sound

Phonics Glossary



Twinkl Phonics 

Level

Number of Teaching 

Weeks

Recommended Year Group 

(UK schools)

Age of Children

Level 1 36 Nursery/Preschool 3-4 years

Level 2 7 Reception 4-5 years

Level 3 12 Reception 4-5 years

Level 4 5 Reception 4-5 years

Level 5 30 Year 1 5-6 years

Level 6 30 Year 2 6-7 years

Recommended Structure

However…..
• Children progress at 

different rates.
• Some children may require 

additional support within 
levels.

• Some children may progress 
faster than the recommended 
structure.

• Some children in higher year 
groups may require additional 
phonics teaching.



Meet the Twinkl Phonics Family



Level 1
• Level 1 is taught 

in Nursery. 
• It helps children 

to improve their 
listening skills 
and confidence, 
speak 
confidently to 
other adults and 
children and 
reproduce 
phonemes heard 
within words.



Level 2
• Level 2 is taught 

in Reception. 
• Children learn 

the first 23 
sounds over 7 
weeks.

• Each sound has a 
flashcard and an 
action to help 
remember it.

• These can be 
reinforced at 
home.

* It is important to pronounce GPCs as phonemes, not the letter names * 



Teach

Write It, Feel It

Around the egg and under the cup.

Play





Level 3
• Level 3 is taught 

in Reception. 
• Children learn 

27 sounds over 
12 weeks.

• Each sound has a 
flashcard and an 
action to help 
remember it.

• These can be 
reinforced at 
home the same 
as level 2.



Teach

Write It, Feel It

Around the curly caterpillar.
Down the chimney to the floor and up and over the new front door.

Play



Level 4
• Level 4 is taught in Reception. 
• Children learn no new sounds 

during this level.
• There are no new sound 

flashcards for this level – only 
tricky word cards.

• Level 4 is all about reinforcing 
levels 2 and 3 and expanding 
learning. It involves adding more 
letters into words, decoding 
bigger words and introducing 
more tricky words.



Level 5
• Level 5 is taught 

in Year 1.
• Children learn 

38 sounds over 
30 weeks.

• Each sound has a 
flashcard and an 
action to help 
remember it.

• These can be 
reinforced at 
home the same 
as every other 
level.



Level 6
• Level 6 is taught in Year 2.
• Children learn 20 sounds over 30 

weeks.
• Each sound has a flashcard to help 

remember it.
• These can be reinforced at home the 

same as every other level.
• By this point, children are more able 

to automatically read a selection of 
words due to the build up of skills 
through levels 1-5.

• Children are now more likely reading 
for pleasure rather than learning to 
read.



Tricky Words

• There are parts of some very 
common words in the English 
language that are not phonetically 
decodable. 

• These words are introduced first as 
reading sight vocabulary and then 
are reintroduced later as spelling 
words. 

• Daily practice is important.
• The children know these as ‘words 

that they cannot sound out’.



Rhino Readers



Recording reading at home and 
school

• Children read regularly in school. 
Staff will always record where the 
children have read up to and who 
they have read with – same for home.

• Children should read regularly at 
home or go through their word and 
sound key rings if they do not have a 
reading book.

• Reading records should be in school 
every day where possible.



Phonics Screening Check
The phonics screening check is an informal test that 
children will need to complete at the end of year 1. During 
the test, which is designed to test the children’s ability 
to decode words using their phonics knowledge, children 
will be required to read a mixture of 40 real and nonsense 
words.

According to the Department for Education, it's a short, 
light-touch assessment that should take less than ten 
minutes to complete. It usually takes place on a one-to-
one basis between a pupil and their teacher.

The phonics screening check is an important part of 
children’s early phonics education. While it isn’t conducted 
under normal test conditions and won’t determine whether 
or not they progress into year 2, it’s a crucial assessment 
as it shows how well their reading and phonics skills are 
developing.



How can you help at home?

Reinforce keyring sounds 
and words as frequently 

as possible.
Record any reading in 
your child’s reading 

record.

Practise blending and 
segmenting words.

Read to and with your 
child every day.

Ask questions if you 
are not sure. We are 

here to help.

Read through Rhino 
Readers when your 

child gets them. They 
are to be read 3 times.

Identify words, letters 
or phrases in the 

environment around 
you.

Work on listening skills 
and turn taking.



School Website



Twinkl Phonics YouTube Channel

• Search ‘Twinkl 
Phonics’ on 
YouTube.

• Level 2, 3 and 5 
sound and action 
videos to help 
deepen 
understanding.

• Good way to 
check if you 
aren’t sure on an 
action or 
pronunciation.



Any questions?


